A large discrepancy over actual oil production figures in Sudan could fuel tensions between the North and South which share the proceeds, an international NGO said today. 
Global Witness said that accurate production figures were important because a 2005 peace agreement between the North and South was predicated on an agreement to share oil revenues.
It said that six months after it had first highlighted the gaps between official Sudanese figures and numbers given by a Chinese-led consortium in Sudan authorities had failed to address the issue.
"Global Witness has discovered that oil production figures by the Chinese National Oil Company for 2009 for the blocks it operates in Sudan's Upper Nile State are 12 percent bigger than those published by the Sudanese government," the environmental watchdog said in a statement.
"The difference in question -- 12 million barrels of oil -- is significant: the oil is worth US$370 million (RM1.2 billion), and is enough to power a city in the US the size of San Francisco for a year," the statement added. "While it is impossible to know for sure which figures are correct, it is clear that both cannot be.
"Six months after we first raised the issue we still haven't seen the reforms that are necessary and that have been promised," the statement quoted Rosie Sharpe, an investigator at the group, as saying.
She added that, "the continued discrepancies are a cause for grave concern and cast a shadow over the prospects for peace".
Equal distribution
The two CNPC concessions account for about half of Sudan's current oil production, the fifth-largest producer in Africa, with reserves of more than five billion barrels.
The concessions are operated by CNPC, Malaysia's Petronas, Sudan's state-owned Sudapet and other small shareholders.
CNPC also shares in several other concessions, but Global Witness said production figures from those concessions were not studied, because the NGO was unable to see those figures.
The division of oil revenues is a sensitive issue in Sudan, Africa's largest country, which was torn by a 1983-2005 civil war in which nearly two million were killed.
The 2005 peace agreement dictates equal distribution of royalties from oil found in the South but sold by the North, which has an oil pipeline and an export port.
"The authorities in the north are responsible for stating how much oil was produced. The South has no way of checking whether these figures are correct and therefore whether the revenues the southern government receives are correct," Sharpe said in the statement.
"This is a critical issue and one which could be decisive in determining whether the upcoming referendum on independence passes off peacefully," the statement said.

A referendum on secession for the South is scheduled for next year.
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