Prosecutor Magnus Elving, of the International Office of the Prosecutor in Stockholm, has opened a preliminary investigation of violations of humanitarian law in Sudan from 1997 to 2003. Foreign Minister Carl Bildt was director of Lundin Petroleum AB during the period in question.

The report "Unpaid Debt", by the European Coalition on Oil in Sudan, was given to prosecutor Magnus Elving to initiate an investigation of suspected crimes under international law. After checking it, there may be "reason to believe that crimes have been committed and that there may be a Swedish connection with those crimes," writes the prosecutor's office.

Investigative Staff of the National Criminal Investigation Department, which assist the investigation of Elving, currently have no suspects. – “Investigations of this nature is very extensive and usually takes a long time,” said Magnus Elving.

Bildt was sitting on the Board

Foreign Minister Carl Bildt, was sitting in the board of Lundin Petroleum AB, which owned almost half of the rights to oil deposits [in Block 5A] in Southern Sudan. Bildt has been severely criticized for his position.
 
The European Coalition on Oil in Sudan (ECOS), accuses the Lundin family company to have indirectly helped the Sudanese government, who are accused of having torn and devastated villages in Southern Sudan. In the report, ECOS puts forward both oral and written testimony to suggest that the government deliberately forced the residents out of Block 5A in order to facilitate oil exploration. 
Villages were burned 
Carl Bildt, read an advance copy of the report. – “He has looked through the report and says that there appears to be something new in comparison to what was investigated and was rejected a decade ago that the Swedish government would have no obligation, has been “ press secretary Irena Busic previously told Expressen's reporter Mike Ölander. 

Bildt was sitting in Lundin Company's Board from March 2001 to October 2006. He has previously been criticized for his involvement in the company, but would not comment today on the subject. 
- “There is nothing to comment. We can only conclude that the investigation has been launched. He can not interfere in and comment on the inquiry”, said Carl Bildt's press secretary Irena Busic. 

During the period of expulsion, according to Ecos, approximately 200 000 inhabitants in southern Sudan from their homes, their villages burned down and women were subjected to rape. 

Click here for the original article in Swedish
